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Aguttes auction house welcomes 
Ivan Birr as head of its new Russian 
Art department. She is delighted 
to be back to one of her historical 
activities. Aguttes was from 2006 and 

Friday, May 17, 2019 at 2pm, 
Drouot, Paris

RUSSIAN ART, RUSSIAN 
AND CAUCASIAN 

PAINTINGS  

Catalogue closing mid-April

We are looking for works and objects of art, 

icons, Russian books.Among the painters: 

Aïvazovski, Maliavine, Goudiachvili, Sarian, 

Chmaroff, Pugni

for several years the first auction house 
in France on the market of 20th century 
Russian painters. She has obtained 
numerous world records, including in 
2008 for the Cabaret Scene of Lado 
Goudiasvili for €868,000, in 2009 for 
Vasili Shukhaev’s Portrait of Daria 
Kamenka for €800,000 and in 2012 
for Véra Rockline’s Vue de Tiflis for 
€363,000. 

Graduated in history and art history, 
Ivan Birr is fluent in Russian, English 
and Spanish. He specialized very 
early on in the field of Russian 
culture and collaborated with the 
Collège de France in the translation 
of old Slavic texts. Since 2015, he 
has organized with Alisa-Anastasia 
Birr two annual sales in Drouot where 
he has obtained remarkable results 
for works by Aïvazovsky (255 00 €), 
Korovine (560 000 €), Sarian (56 144 €) 

VERA ROCKLINE (1896-1934) 
View of Tiflis, circa 1919  

Oil on canvas, signed «Vera Rockline»  
at the bottom left, signed in Cyrillic  

at the bottom right «Shlezinger 
Sold € 362 899

or Shterenberg (109 000 €) and many 
French and international records. Ivan 
joined Aguttes in February 2019 and 
will organize two sales this year. He is 
currently recording the latest works of 
art for sale on May 17, 2019 in Drouot.

IVAN KONSTANTINOVICH AIVAZOVSKY 
Sunset in Yalta, 1880 (detail) 

Oil on canvas, signed and dated lower right 
Sold € 81 000

PAVEL SAZIKOW 
Icon representing Christ pantocrator 

Oklade in polychrome enamelled vermeil  
with foliated friezes 

Work of Pavel Sazikow Moscow 1882, 84 zolotniks 
Sold € 29 325



Enjoying steady growth since its establishment in Neuilly-sur-
Seine more than twenty years ago, while also holding auctions 
at Drouot in Paris and in Lyon, AGUTTES was ranked as the 
fourth largest auction house in the French market in 2018, and 

the leading independent French auction house (without external shareholders). Headed by 
Claude Aguttes since 1974, six associates, including his daughters Philippine Dupré la Tour 
and Charlotte Reynier-Aguttes, help manage the company today. The company holds 110 
auctions per year with a team of 40, including four authorized auctioneers.  
AGUTTES is also a major and most dynamic actor at Drouot in Paris, where it achieved the 
highest bids in 2015 and in 2017.
Due to its professionalism, the auction house was recently chosen by the French Commercial 
Court to orchestrate the auctions of Aristophil’s tremendous collection of old manuscripts.
With its ability to commit in ambitious projects thanks to its audacity, which remains intact 
since its creation, to its financial base and the strengthening of its international positioning, 
the company is today a major player in the international art market.


