TWO MAJOR WORKS
SHORTLY COMING UP FOR SALE : SANYU & MARY CASSATT

Sanyu is an artist who rarely comes up for auction.
We are delighted to announce our third painting
by him, all a few months apart, in the wake of the
two records of €4,080,000 achieved on 2 June
this year.
Those two paintings having now gone to their
respective new owners, we are honoured to
present this new subject, which is contemporary
with the other two. Sanyu developed his style
in Paris through his contact with leading artists
of the Twenties; here, he crosses traditional
barriers, producing a work of profound sensuality
that makes play with effects of transparency to
highlight the beauty of his model.

SANYU (1901-1966)
Nu assis ou Académie de dos, sur tabouret, 1931
Oil on canvas, signed on the top left, countersigned
and dated 1.119 31 on the back. Annotated with the
monogram of Henri-Pierre Roché on the back, on the
frame
73 x 50 cm
Provenance
Henri-Pierre Roché Collection, Paris
Jean-Claude Riedel Collection, Paris
Private collection, Paris
2 000 000 / 2 500 000 €
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PRESS RELEASE

EXCLUSIVE

Sanyu, l’écriture du corps
«Sanyu was born in China
in

1901,

and

moved

to

Montparnasse in the 1920s.
He died unnoticed in 1966,
but has now been reassessed
and established as one of
the crucial bridges between
traditional Chinese art and
modernity. His main subject
was

studies

of

nudes,

a

genre in which he excelled.
He produced a large number
of

sketches,

outlining

his

models with rapid brilliance,
like blueprints. In 1929, Sanyu
began to actually paint nudes
on canvas. Like Foujita, he
showed his women stretched
out

against

simple

blocks

of colour, without any real
concern for depth. The artist
perfected a singular technique
for his nudes. He prepared
his canvases to obtain a
smooth,

milky

background,

then drew his figures with a
fine paintbrush, using a limited
palette of black, white and
pink. However, in this period
he began to be influenced by
the artistic milieu of Paris. His

Detail

faces, framed by black shingled
hair with a single large jet-

model, Le violon d’Ingres, a photo

genuine link between the Surrealists

black eye, are reminiscent of

print based on Man Ray’s 1924

and the painters of the Paris School».

portraits of Kiki. As an echo of

original is exhibited alongside Pablo

this legendary Montparnasse

Gargallo’s bronze profile of 1928: a

Excerpt from the press release published for the exhibition
«Sanyu, l’écriture de corps» staged at the Musée Guimet,
Paris, 18 June to 13 September 2004.
Curator: Jean-Paul Desroches, assisted by Catherine Pekovits
and guest Curator Rita Wong.
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This pastel is of rare quality and
exceptional
freshness.
It
has
remained with the same family since
it was commissioned from the artist
in 1906, and has fortunately been
very little handled. We are particularly
privileged to be selling a museum
quality piece, as international
collectors have not had a chance to
make a purchase like this for a great
many years.

MARY CASSATT (1844-1926)
Portrait of Pierre, c. 1906
Pastel on paper mounted on canvas, signed on the
bottom left,
At sight, 58 x 48 cm
Providence
From the artist to the model’s mother
Kept in a private collection passed down through the family
500 000 / 700 000 €
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION
Specialist
Charlotte Reynier-Aguttes
+33 1 41 92 06 49
reynier@aguttes.com

Sale on Monday, 26 October 2015 at 2.30 p.m.
Drouot-Richelieu, Paris
Preview exhibitions
Lyon: public exhibitions
6 and 7 October, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 2 to 6 p.m.

For any information,
please contact,
Charlotte Reynier-Aguttes,
Diane de Karajan
or Valerianne Pace

Neuilly-sur-Seine: private exhibitions
by appointment before 22nd October
Complete exhibitions
Drouot: public exhibitions
on 24 and 25 October from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
and 26 October from 11 a.m. to 12 noon

Press contact
Elisabeth de Vaugelas
+33 1 47 45 93 05

@CAguttes
Aguttes Neuilly - 164 bis, avenue Charles de Gaulle - 92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine I Aguttes Lyon-Brotteaux - 13 bis, place Jules Ferry - 69006 Lyon

